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CO-OPERATION: 
A NEW PHASE 


A CRITIQUE 


D.M. WYLIE 


The Wellington branch, at a meeting in November, discussed the 
report of the Committee on Regional Library Co-operation, called 
“Co-operation: a new phase”, and published in the November issue 
of New Zealand Libraries. In a report of the meeting appearing in 
the N.Z.L.A. Newsletter, 1 am recorded as having spoken in “a 
somewhat more destructive tone” about the report. This statement 
may give the incorrect impression to those who were not present 
at the meeting that I am not in favour of the report. I was, and am, 
critical of certain aspects and phrases of it, but with its general tenor 
I agree. This contribution to the discussion which such an important 
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document should arouse, is based upon what I said at the branch 
meeting, and the criticisms offered are aimed only at improving the 
case which the report is endeavouring to present for increased 
regional co-operation among libraries as a condition for receiving 
greater Government assistance. 


The Committee’s report is built upon the premises contained in its 
first three or four paragraphs, which in some aspects require under- 
lining and amplification. In paragraph |, subsections (i) and (iii) are 
really related. The “unfair distribution over the whole community 
of the costs of library service” is partly a result of the “failure of 
some local authorities to provide for library services”, and it is also 
because library service itself is unevenly distributed over the whole 
country. If we consider the incidence of N.L.S. aid, we see that, to 
quote something I originally said at the Nelson Conference in 1954, 
by and large effective public library service has not yet been seen 
outside the boroughs, and outside the boroughs there lies a rating 
power which is untapped for library purposes. The citizen living in 
a town pays rates for the support of his local public library, and he 
pays taxes to support the National Library Service, and derives 
benefit from both. The citizen living in the rural areas pays no rates 
to support a local library (there are only a very few exceptions to 
this), but he pays taxes to support the National Library Service, 
and derives comparatively little benefit thereby. Obviously, the rural 
citizen, if he paid rates for a local public library service, would 
benefit more directly from the taxes he pays to support the National 
Library Service. What it amounts to is that not everyone receives 
benefits from a national service supported by national taxation. The 
position of the larger cities in this respect will be referred to later. 


Of subsection (ii) of paragraph 1, | am not at all sure that it 
can be a blanket phrase, so to speak, to cover all cities and boroughs. 
Looking at the figures in the latest Local Authorities Handbook, for 
the year 1954-55, it is interesting to see the variation there is in 
rates levied per head of population. In that year, of the four main 
centres, Wellington levied just on £10 a head; Dunedin a little more, 
Auckland as high as £14, and Christchurch just over £8. The other 
cities ranged from £6/5/- at Hastings and £6/10/- at Gisborne up 
to £9 at Palmerston North and £9/15/- at Invercargill—which is a 
wide margin. Of the boroughs ranging from 5,000 to 15,000 in 
population, Feilding at one end of the scale levied £5/5/- per head, 
up to Rotorua, £9, and Petone £9/10/- at the other, with an average 
of about £7/10/-. Although there are qualifying factors in some 
cases, it is apparent, on the prima facie evidence, that the “embarrass- 
ment” is not universal to all cities and boroughs, however much they 
may like to think it is. To some extent it is universal where the local 
authority maintains a public passenger transport service—as 
Wellington, Dunedin, Palmerston North and Invercargill all do. 
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(Christchurch and Auckland have Transport Boards which levy local 
authorities in their areas, but Christchurch has a low loan indebted- 
ness which largely accounts for its low figure, while that of Auckland 
is high.) 

| feel some qualification is called for in the notes to paragraph 3. 
The second note states that a “public library service . . . should not 
be regarded primarily as a responsibility of ratepayers”. I would 
prefer to see the word “solely” used, for otherwise there seems to be 
a grave weakening of what has always been accepted by the Associa- 
tion—that public libraries are very much the concern of local govern- 
ment. Local government in this country happens to derive its tax 
income by rates levied on the owner of property—that is the law; in 
the United Kingdom, though, as a general rule, the bulk of rates are 
levied on occupiers, whether they also happen to be the owners or 
not. Were this to be done in New Zealand, we would hear less about 
the ratepayer “carrying” the burden of local government for the rest 
of the community. There is a lot of confusion among people on this 
point, when, for instance, the Lower Hutt City Council this year 
struck, for the first time, a separate refuse collection rate, from some 
of the letters appearing in the press it was obvious that many people 
did not realise that this rate was also struck on State rental houses, 
and paid by the State Advances Corporation as owner. 


In the third note, some clarification is required. The figure of 
£443,000 as the contribution of municipalities to library services in 
1954/55 has evidently been arrived at from the Local Authorities 
Handbook, which for the first time shows libraries as a separate item 
in the details of the receipts and expenditure of boroughs and cities. 
Expenditure in 1954/55 is shown as £548,175, and revenue as 
£104,844, a difference of £443,331. Now this figure of expenditure 
includes, for example, £90,000 spent in that year on the building of 
the Lower Hutt Memorial Library, plus probably other buildings in 
other places, whereas it is obvious from the revenue side that no 
allowance is made against this under the heading “Libraries” for 
government subsidy received in that period, or on other non-rate 
sources of revenue, so that the figure of £443,000 could be mis- 
leading, if it is regarded as a rate-derived expenditure. It would be 
far preferable to be quite clear about it, and show capital and 
maintenance expenditure separately. Otherwise, the one figure may 
fluctuate violently from year to year, depending on whether any 
large buildings are in the course of erection during the year. 

Upon these first few paragraphs which contain the premises for 
the argument of the report, what has the Committee built? Following 
the report of last year’s Working Party, they have favoured the idea 
of a “voluntary federation of local authorities”, which by the time 
paragraph 23 is reached has become a “Regional Body”; ad hoc 
authorities have been rejected on the way, but by the time a Regional 
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Body has been set up with numerous local authorities represented on 
it, it will be on the way to becoming one, particularly as it is not 
a body for an annual carving-up of a government subsidy for its 
constituent districts, but a continuing body to provide a service. If 
paragraph 23 is looked at in detail, it might well be the reaction of 
some of the boroughs—well, this is not very different from what 
the C.L.S. is doing at present; why go to all the trouble and expense 
of setting up regional bodies to do this—with government money— 
when the Government is already doing it? This could well be the 
reaction of many boroughs, particularly those satisfied with things as 
they are, and the Committee recognises this possibility in paragraph 
25. But it does not go on to elaborate in any detail its phrase “the 
incentives offered to co-operate should be strong, and the benefits 
resulting should be greater than those they receive under existing 
services”. As this report has been sent out to all local authorities, 
including counties without the faintest idea of what library service 
either entails or is capable of achieving, it seems to me lacking 
in not giving a little space to say how a regional federated service 
might operate. For those boroughs already getting substantial C.L.S. 
aid, there is nothing in the report which might lead them to believe 
they would get an improved service—the aid of the “Regional Body” 
mentioned in paragraph 23 would be what they are accustomed to 
getting anyway. The report could have mentioned some specific 
improvements which might be effected—e.g., more frequent exchange 
or part-exchange of stock from the van, more loan collections, 
technical assistance and advice available a short distance away 
compared to the size of the three existing C.L.S. districts, and 
speedier request service—for instance, most of the requests from, 
say, the Alexandra Public Library, which now go to Christchurch, 
would no doubt be satisfied from the stock of the Dunedin Public 
Library. (But the proposed South Otago scheme a year or two ago 
had nothing of this size to fall back on—requests would still have 
had to go up to Christchurch. ) 

Then, with the counties, which are now non-providers of library 
service, an effort might have been made to give them some idea of 
what library service in the counties might be—and we should re- 
member that one-third of our population live in the rural areas— 
and what benefits they could derive from associating with their 
neighbouring counties and adjacent boroughs in giving service. The 
attitude which has to be overcome is that of “Oh, well, anyone who 
wants library service can go into X borough and pay for it there”, 
which is precisely the attitude in boroughs which had to be overcome 
to develop free library service. 

One thing which is not, in my opinion, sufficiently stressed in the 
report is the fact that the essential thing for effective library service 
over any given area is to have a strong central library at its base. 
A regional system in this respect may be compared to that of a 
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large city library, with its central library and its branches in the 
suburban areas. To quote from the paper I prepared for the con- 
ference session at Rotorua this year: “The library system of a 
large city will be ineffective if it has no strong central library, but 
instead dissipates all its resources into a large number of branches; 
the central library enables the branches to be effective. This applies 
equally to a library system covering both rural and urban areas, 
which must necessarily consist of many service points.” The report 
rather gives the impression of a federation between libraries of a 
more or less equal size, whereas, in fact, in each there is going to be 
one which is much larger than the others, and is the natural centre 
of the regional area. It seems to me insufficiently stressed that 
regional service could and should be based on this central library. 
The South Otago scheme propounded by Mr Shearer, and which, 
in a sense, was the genesis of the Working Party of 1956, always 
seemed to suffer from this grave defect—that it had no strong central 
point. Let us also avoid the situation which has arisen in some places 
in England—where county library and borough library exist in the 
same town, quite independently of one another. 

While the report for the most part is in general terms, it does come 
down to concrete figures when discussing what the Government's 
contribution might be, and what the minimum contributions from 
local authorities should be for participation in a federation. In 
paragraph 7, it is suggested that the “government contribution to 
public library service should at least equal the aggregate amount 
raised by local authorities”; and in paragraph 13, this is not expected 
to exceed 4/- per capita. This should be considered in conjunction 
with paragraph 21, where the minimum expenditure by local 
authorities as a condition of participation in a federated scheme 
is laid down as 4/- per capita in the case of boroughs and 2/- per 
capita in the case of counties. 

Three points arise from these paragraphs. First, the level of 
government contribution, which is of the order of 50 per cent. | would 
regard this as being too high, if we are serious about maintaining the 
local autonomy of public libraries. There may well be a case for the 
lessening of that autonomy; but if the Committee thought so, they 
should have made it clear. What is required, I believe, is the 
strengthening of that autonomy on a regional basis. In this connection, 
as Opposed to what appears to be the Committee’s faith in a flat 
subsidy, 1 recall what its convener said, when addressing the 1948 
conference on the Ontario and Danish systems of state aid: “If we 
are to put any meaning into the belief about local initiative and local 
autonomy, we should really back it up, and the plan used, of in- 
creasing the amount of state or provincial subsidy in proportion to 
the locally raised amount, does seem to ensure just that. If we 
equalise at a dead level from a central source, aren't we tending to 
increase the power of the State? But if we increase the amount of 
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subsidy as the local interest is increased, then I think we are really 
encouraging initiative and local autonomy.” This is still valid in my 
view. Another point, which did appear in the 1956 Working Party's 
report, was the difference between establishment and continuation 
grants, and that the former would need to be substantially higher; 
it seems to be that the State, by way of establishment grants, and 
with the aim of getting each federation off to a flying start, might 
undertake for each federation, once the local authorities in the area 
had agreed to participate and to support it, the provision of initial 
book stock, book vans, and central premises where these are required. 
Second, it is not based on a high enough figure to give effective 
library service. Our large city library systems raise 10/- per capita 
a year from rates, or more, to give good, or at any rate a high 
standard of library service. Auckland, Wellington and Dunedin are 
all over this figure; Christchurch this year was around 7/6, and does 
not provide suburban service on the same scale as Auckland or 
Wellington; Lower Hutt is 8/-, and still faces problems of branch 
development which will bring it up to 10/- before very long. If the 
cities unaided cannot provide library service at less than 10/- a 
head, it will not be provided over the whole country for less than 
this figure. At least, let us not try to sell library service on the 
cheap; no regional federation, in my opinion, will be able to provide 
anything like an adequate library service for less than 10/-, and this 
needs to be emphasised. 

Third, the level of county contribution, which the report suggests 
should be only half that of the boroughs. The divorce of urban and 
rural local government, outside the main urban areas, has been an 
unfortunate development in New Zealand history; while a borough 
may have more amenities than the surrounding county areas, the 
residents of those areas will make some use of the amenities without 
paying very much for them, and, on the other hand, many a borough 
profits from having a commercial rating area whose value is enhanced 
by the business done there by county residents. The interests of 
a small town and the rural area surrounding it are pretty closely inter- 
woven. The argument used to justify a lesser contribution from the 
counties—in the note to paragraph 21: “It must be remembered 
that county service can never be as complete as borough service”— 
is only true up to a point. It is worth pointing out that of New 
Zealand’s 144 boroughs, 38 have a population of less than 2,000, 
and another 46 are between 2,000 and 4,000, and I do not think 
that anyone can talk of service in those 84 boroughs, at least, if not 
more above that figure, as being “complete” in the sense that it 
may be considered complete in some of our larger cities. In addition, 
library service in county areas will be costly to give; and the lower 
the density of population, the higher the per capita cost will be. 

The counties are fully as capable of paying for libraries as are 
the boroughs; they tend to be in the position of spoilt darlings of 
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local government—their rates are subsidised, and they have had 
the lion’s share of National Roads Board expenditure. In 1954/55, 
the counties raised £5,327,329 in rates, and received Government 
and National Roads Board grants and subsidies totalling £4,938,574; 
as compared to boroughs raising £10,741,190 in rates, and receiving 
a mere £2,029,050 from the National Roads Board and other Govern- 
ment subsidies. It was only in election year that the Board’s policy 
was changed to provide for arterial roads in the cities—the Auckland 
motorways scheme, a new through route and bridge at Hamilton, a 
new bridge over the Wanganui River. (In the 1956/57 year, the 
counties’ subsidies from the National Roads Board increased to over 
£7,000,000, while that of boroughs remained a mere £1,550,000.) 

I believe the counties should be expected to contribute just as 
much as boroughs for library service, and equally that library service 
can and should be made just as complete to them as it can in the 
majority of boroughs. (The facts are worth recalling: of New 
Zealand’s 144 boroughs and cities, 37 are in the metropolitan areas. 
Outside these, there are 107, of which 76 have a population of less 
than 4,000, and only 14 exceed 10,000. Of the counties, 125 in all, 
only five have a population over 20,000—only one being a true rural 
county, the other four all lying mainly within one of the major urban 
areas—while 17 have a population between 10,000 and 20,000, and 
73 have a population of less than 5,000.) The small borough library 
could as well be contained on a large bookmobile; and the methods 
of giving service in rural areas need to be closely examined. For 
instance, a judicious combination of direct mobile service and the 
use of the natural community centre of country districts, the country 
store, for small deposit collections, frequently changed (following 
the establishment by American city libraries of such collections in 
suburban supermarkets) might be a possible solution in some areas. 
If a programme of real development is to be embarked upon with 
increased government aid, then it is worth trying to give the counties 
as good a service as we can devise, and expecting them to be 
capable of paying for it. One final point in this connection is that, 
if boroughs and counties are not making equal or nearly equal 
contributions to a federation (whatever the Government's share may 
be), then there is a danger that the governing body of the federation 
will be influenced by this fact in deciding which services are to be 
developed to the greatest extent, and that would in my view be 
very unfortunate. 

Paragraphs 26 and 27 refer to the metropolitan cities. Strictly 
speaking, of course, “metropolitan” refers only to the principal city 
of a state, but it is presumed to refer here to the four main centres 
of the country—Auckland, Wellington-Hutt (two “urban areas” as 
defined by the Department of Statistics), Christchurch and Dunedin. 
But besides these, there are other cities whose ratepayers and residents 
contribute through taxation to a national service from which they 
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derive little benefit. In recent years some of these cities—Gisborne, 
Wanganui and now New Plymouth—have turned from subscription 
to free and rental service, with substantial C.L.S. aid, which was 
formerly limited to boroughs with a population below 15,000. Some 
secondary cities which “went free” in an earlier era—such as 
Palmerston North, Invercargill and Timaru—without C.L.S. aid, now 
see places of similar size aided to achieve this; while those secondary 
cities which still maintain subscription libraries—Napier, Hastings, 
Nelson and Hamilton—likewise derive no benefit from their tax- 
contribution to the National Library Service. (In Hamilton is the 
truly ironic situation of a sub-standard library service with a C.LS. 
branch whose resources are unavailable to the city’s residents, who 
help to pay for them.) All these, with the metropolitan libraries, are 
the ones which do not now receive aid. 

The “metropolitan authorities” of paragraph 27, which justify a 
“State cash subsidy”, should be specified, while some clarification 
is desirable of what is meant by their “providing a regional scheme 
for the other metropolitan local authorities’—does this mean the 
metropolitan authority doing it on its own, or entering with the 
others into a “voluntary federation"? One of the metropolitan 
authorities’ problems is that their satellite boroughs (and in some 
cases counties) tend to rate very much lower than the main authority: 
thus in Auckland, while the Auckland City Council rates in 1954/55 
were about £14 per capita, Mt. Albert and Mt. Roskill boroughs 
were about £6/10/-, Mt. Eden about £7, and Takapuna nearly £8 
(these are the largest boroughs in the area). In Christchurch, com- 
pared to the city’s £8 per capita, Riccarton levied a little over £6, 
likewise Waimari County. In Dunedin, the city rated a little over 
£10 per capita, compared to St. Kilda, £4/10/-, and Green Island, 
about £7/10/-. There exists, in fact, a case for the metropolitan 
cities receiving State aid by cash subsidy now, quite apart from the 
development of schemes of regional co-operation. With libraries, as 
with other things, e.g., reserves, playing-fields, baths—the larger cities 
are providing services for low-rated adjacent boroughs and country 
areas, and they are, with a few of the secondary cities, the only 
authorities maintaining libraries not directly benefiting from _ the 
operations of the Country Library Service. 

There are several references to the “Minister or National Library 
Board” in the report; this latter body might almost be imagined from 
the report to be an existing one, and some idea might have been 
given of how this Board might be constituted. Thus, if the Associa- 
tion’s representations to have a National Library set up ultimately 
come to fruition, the National Library Board to administer that 
institution will not require to have a strong representation from 
local government as will be the case with any Board administering 
State subsidies to regional libraries. Two Boards, not one, might 
ultimately be found to be necessary. 





220 








litan 
some 
rity: 
4/55 
yughs 
ly £8 
com- 
r £6, 
over 
sland, 
olitan 
n the 
2S, as 
Cities 
untry 
only 
1 the 


brary 
from 
been 
socia- 
nately 
* that 
from 
tering 
might 








One thing with which the Association must concern itself in the 
immediate future is the Royal Commission on Local Authority 
Finance. It has been given very wide terms of reference, which may 
by a blanket clause (3) even cover the desirability of reducing by 
amalgamation the number of local authorities. (Clause | (c) (i) reflects 
the desire of some local bodies to derive a greater portion of their 
revenue from user charges, and could be used by some for an attack 
on free library service.) If this report on “Co-operation” is made 
more detailed and specific, and more information obtained on the 
present financial aspects of public library service, it could be used 
as the basis for the Association’s case to the Royal Commission. 
[ do not think it will be of much use to approach the Government 
with a proposal such as this until the Royal Commission has done 
its work, for any question affecting local authority finance and the 
Government’s relationship to it, is most likely to be held over until 
the Commission has made its report. The Municipal Association 
may well use the report of its recent special committee on municipal 
rating and revenue as the basis of its evidence to the Commission, 
with its suggestion of a kind of additional income tax to provide 
and maintain, among other things, public libraries, parks and playing- 
fields, cemeteries, etc. | would consider it likely, however, that the 
Government would be most unwilling to hand over any part of the 
proceeds of direct taxation levied by itself in this way, and might 
well prefer to subsidise library service, for instance, in the way 
envisaged in the N.Z.L.A. Committee’s report. 

Much good may come from the work of the Royal Commission, 
or its report may merely be pigeonholed and forgotten except by 
historians. This is written in election week: how refreshing it would 
be if instead of petty squabbles about rebates of income tax and 
remission of social security tax for the self-employed, a political 
party took to the hustings promising to deal as ruthlessly with local 
government as did Sir Julius Vogel with the Provinces in 1875-76. 
With every year that passes, the reform of local government in this 
country becomes more urgent than before, and the complexities of 
providing public library service are but one reflection of this fact. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


THE QUESTION OF THE NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Sir, 

One of the main objectives of the N.Z.L.A. is to encourage 
bibliographical research. The Association has already set a good 
example by itself publishing several bibliographies and bibliographical 
aids. 

However, there is still much to be done. The General Assembly 
Library possesses a newspaper index. There are two snags connected 
with it—the records of earlier periods are rather rudimentary, and, 
being unpublished, it is not readily accessible. 

As far as | know no New Zealand newspaper, except the Northern 
Advocate, publishes a yearly index. Periodically issued circulars to 
the editors would perhaps result in more enterprises of a similar kind. 
Either the Library Association or the National Library Centre should 
undertake to prepare indexes to defunct newspapers. 

Similarly, there is no general periodical index. The Index to N.Z. 
Periodicals is limited to the post-1941 period and contains references 
to articles from a few periodicals only. It is regrettable that not all 
New Zealand periodicals are covered and only a very small number 
of overseas ones. 

My further suggestions are: 

(i) The National Library Centre should be asked to contact the 
Bibliographical Centres of all countries. The addresses of some have 
been published by UNESCO, the missing ones could be traced. These 
centres would probably supply New Zealand bibliographical data in 
exchange for data on New Zealand published material concerning 
their countries. 

(ii) The National Library Service should be requested to complete 
the existing collections with (at least the European) national 
bibliographies not on standing order at present. 

(iii) Part time staff (for one hour a week possibly) could cope 
with the foreign language bibliographical material on behalf of the 
National Library Centre. There is practically no European language 
(and few non-European ones) not understood by at least some old 
or new New Zealanders. The Department of Internal Affairs should 
be able to find suitable persons, arranging, if necessary, for a short 
course of training for this particular purpose. 

(iv) There are agencies all over the world which supply clippings 
referring to certain topics or subjects. The New Zealand material in 
non-English periodicals and newspapers cannot be voluminous, and 
to obtain it should not cost more than two hundred pounds a year. 
Would it not be worthwhile to subscribe to those agencies? 
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(v) The General Assembly and Alexander Turnbull Libraries ought 
to hold copies of all printed material referring to New Zealand in 
any language. They are at present very far from having complete 
collections. However, they are unable to purchase those publications 
unless preliminary search work by bibliographers calls attention to 
lacunae. 

(vi) The Book Resources Committee’s task should be extended 
to bring not only every worthy English book into the country, but 
also all non-English publications which make any significant references 
to New Zealand. 

(vii) The municipal and special libraries could help the biblio- 
graphical work by closer liaison with the National Library Centre. 

It is very good to know that the preparation of particular 
bibliographies is included in the syllabus of the Library School. These 
laudable attempts will certainly lead to the execution of mature 
bibliographical works on a larger scale, the necessity for which is 
becoming increasingly apparent. 

K. J. Hesz. 


The above letter was referred to the Librarian, National Library Centre, 
who has replied as follows: 


Librarians will agree with Mr Hesz that there is still much to be done 
bibliographically. At the same time many of the matters he mentions have 
been considered and agreement reached on the way in which they should 
be tackled. Dealing with the points raised: 

(i) Newspaper indexes. Following a Book Resources Committee Survey 
in 1948 the General Assembly Library agreed to extend its current in- 
dexing to cover fully the New Zealand news in one metropolitan daily, 
now, basically, the Dominion. Other metropolitan papers are checked for 
the most comprehensive report. At the same time the indexing of a file 
of Wellington papers from 1840 to 1948 was commenced, work on this 
having reached the early 60's. The duplication of these indexes in any 
form other than microfilm would be very expensive, although it is hoped 
that this method will in time be considered. The main point is that the 
work has been commenced and should continue. It is to be hoped that 
libraries and branches outside Wellington will undertake systematic in- 
dexing of local files if possible, in co-ordination with the General Assembly 
Library project. 

(ii) Index to New Zealand Periodicals. The Index is a general periodical 
index containing articles from about a quarter of the journals and annuals 
published. The majority of journals excluded are considered to be of a 
too restricted interest and value to justify inclusion, although a subject 
index to the titles of most periodicals would be useful. The proportion 
of possibly significant titles covered by the Index is higher than in most 
overseas indexes. 

The indexing of defunct serials for which no cumulative indexes exist 
has been discussed at section meetings of the N.Z.L.A. and methods of 
procedure on a co-operative basis agreed upon. Action has been deferred 
until more urgent tasks have been completed. 
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(iii) Foreign entries in National Bibliography (retrospective). The 
systematic checking of foreign bibliographies will be undertaken at the 
appropriate time. 

(iv) Exchange of bibliographical data. It is certain that there are many 
fields in which useful exchanges can be arranged between Centres. The 
publication of current bibliographical material is, however, an automatic 
means of ensuring the widest circulation of information. The countries 
with developed bibliographical centres able to supply detailed information 
of the kind suggested are just those countries for which adequate 
bibliographical information is published. 

(v) Press clippings. The Alexander Turnbull Library for many years 
has received much material of this kind. There is a point beyond which 
the value of the clippings received diminishes rapidly in proportion to the 
cost of obtaining them. 

(vi) Gaps in General Assembly Library and Alexander Turnbull Library 
holdings. We are aware of these gaps, which are being filled as opportunity 
offers. Even the completed National Bibliography, based, as it must be, 
largely on library material, could not show their full range. Without 
being complacent about the omissions of the past, it is, however, certain 
that less material is missed now than hitherto. 

Commenting generally, it must be emphasised that our primary biblio- 
graphical responsibility is to the publications of our own country. While 
we do not want to overlook significant or interesting publications on 
New Zealand published overseas, the criterion of intrinsic importance must 
be applied in determining the time to be spent in the location and 
acquisition of this material. 

A. G. BAGNALI 





BOOK JACKETS 
OF 
THE HIGHEST QUALITY 


Made from the best British materials and by the finest 
British workmanship. 
For the past five years these transparent book jackets 


have been supplied to New Zealand libraries. They 
have stood the test of time. 


New Zealand Book Service Ltd. 
P.O. Box 33, Paraparaumu. 
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GUIDE TO THE FICTION 
LISTS, 1957 


As an index to the fiction lists published monthly in New Zealand 
Libraries, each entry refers to the month of the original entry, and a 
pagination key is provided. For ordering, cataloguing, etc., it will be 
necessary to refer to the original entry, which gives details of publisher 
and price, full names and dates of author where known, pseudonyms, 
and, in the case of works originally published in a language other than 
English, the name of the translator. 

The list is also a self-contained guide to assist in the division of new 
fiction between free and rental. It provides for a quick summary of the 
Fiction Committee’s decision on each title, i.e., grading, popularity, etc. 


KEY TO SYMBOLS 
(in the order in which they appear) 
Title Grading 
Ab Major works 
A Less important works 
AB Literary and general appeal 
aB General but mainly non-literary appeal 
B Stock commercial 
B titles, e.g., detective stories, light romances, westerns, are not normally 
included in the monthly lists. 
Popularity rating: Indicated by asterisks (maximum three) after the 
title gradings. 
Offence: The symbol O indicates that a title may cause offence to some 
readers. 


HEADING NUMBERS 

The paragraph headings serve the primary purpose of relating the 
grading that has been given a particular title to the grading of the author 
in the Fourth Report on Standard and Popular Authors, 1954, i.e., 
Standard “A” Authors: 

A Established author of major works—wholly free 

[A] Tentative A grading—mainly free 

AB Author with literary and general appeal—suitable for both 
free and rental collections 

[AB] Tentative AB grading 

B Author of Stock Commercial novels—wholly rental 

Where an author’s work ranges clearly over various categories the 
symbols are grouped, e.g., A/AB, AB/B, etc. 

1. Standard Titles by Established Authors: Titles by authors graded 
A, [A], AB, or [AB] in the Fourth Report, provided the grading for the 
particular title does not vary greatly from the author grading. 

2. Selected Titles by New Authors and Improved Titles by other 
Authors: Titles graded above aB by new authors or authors not in the 
Fourth Report, and improved titles (AB or higher) by authors with a 
B grading. 
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3. Other Recommendations (Including Below Standard Titles by 
Established Authors): Titles graded below AB by authors with a grading 
of A, [A], A/AB, AB, or [AB] in the Fourth Report, or by authors not 
included in the Report. 

4. Collected Authors: Anthologies, short story collections by various 
authors. 

5. Reprints and Retranslations (Excluding Frequently Reprinted Works): 
Works listed here have been generally unobtainable for some time or 
may be appearing in a standard edition. 


PAGINATION KEY 


The following key is given for convenience when handling a bound 
volume of New Zealand Libraries: 


January-February 20-24 
March-April 54-56 
May No list 
June 100-104 
July 127-128 
August 151-152 
September 175-176 
October 195-196 
November 210-212 
December 231-232 
EXAMPLE 


This title is graded at the third level, and is therefore recommended 
equally for free or rental issue. Individual libraries would decide how to 
treat it according to their own policy and the extent of their duplication. 
Two asterisks indicate medium popularity. O indicates that the title may 
cause offence to some readers. The heading 2 indicates that the author 
comes in the division “Selected titles by new authors and improved titles 
by other authors” (see above). The full entry will be found in New 
Zealand Libraries, September 1957, on page 176 (see pagination key 
above). 

Reference to an original entry will also usually include a brief quotation 
from a review, with reference given to periodical and date for anyone 
wishing to find further details. When the title listed is a collection of 
short stories this is noted in the original entry. 


ERRATA 
In the August list the final paragraph is numbered 4; it should be 5. 
In the October list the final paragraph is numbered 3; it should be 4. 
Index entries refer to corrected numbers. 
In the January-February list Jiminez, Juan Ramon, should appear as 
Jiménez, Juan Ramon. 


Abercrombie, P. B., pseud. of Barnes, Arnothy, C. Those who wait. AB**, 2, 
P. The child of fortune. AB*, 2, Nov. June. 

Algren, N. A walk on the wild side. Auchincloss, L. A. A. The great world 
AB**O, 2, Sept. and Timothy Colt. AB**, 1, Jan-Feb. 

Almedingen, M. E. von, The scarlet Aymé, M. Across Paris, and _ other 
goose. AB*, 1, Nov, stories. Ab*, 1, Aug. 
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Baldwin, J. Giovanni’s room. Ab*O, 2, 
Nov. 

Baldwin, M. The called and the chosen. 
AB**, 3, Sept. 

Bates, H. E. Death of a_ huntsman. 
AB**, 1, July. 

Beauvoir, S. de. The mandarins. Ab*, 
1, Jan-Feb. 

Bellow, S. Seize the day. AB*, 1, June. 

Boll, H. The bread of our early years. 
Ab, 1, Oct. 

Boll, H. The unguarded House. Ab*, 
1, Sept. ; 

Borden, M. (Lady Spears). The hungry 
leopard. AB**, 1, Jan-Feb. 

Born, E. de. Schloss Felding. AB*, 1, 
Nov 

Bowles, P. F. The spider’s house. Ab*, 
1, Jan-Feb. 

Boyd, M. Outbreak of love. AB**, 1, 
June 

a. a R. Dandelion wine. AB*, 2, 
ec. 

Braine, J. Room at the top. AB**, 2, 
July. 

Buck. P. Letter from Peking. AB***, 
3, Nov. 

Buhet, G. The grand catch, Ab*, 2, 
Nov. 


Bushnell, O. A, The last days of Cap- 
tain Cook, AB**, 2, Sept. 


Cabries, J. Jacob. Ab, 2, June. 
Calvino, |. Adam, one afternoon, and 
other stories. Ab*, 2, June 


Camus, A. The fall, Ab, 1, Mar-Apr 

Camus, A. The outsider. A, 5, Nov 

Carpentier, A. The lost steps. Ab*, 3 
Jan-Feb. 


Chang Hsin-Hai. The fabulous concu- 


bine. AB**, 3, June. 

Cheever, J. The Wapshot Chronicle. 
AB**, 1, Nov. 

Cicellis, K. Ten seconds from now. 
Ab*, 1, July. 

Cloete, E. F. S. G. Mamba. AB**, 1, 
June. 

Coates, R. M. Accident at the inn. 
AB*, 1, Nov. 


Cocteau, J. The impostor, Ab, 3, June. 

Colette, S. G. C, Mitsou. Ab**, 1, Oct. 

Compton-Burnett, [. A father and his 
fate. A*, 1, Sept. 


Coxhead, E. The friend in need. aB**, 
3, June. 

Cozzens,. J. G. By love possessed 
AB***O, 1, Oct. 

Curtis, J. L. The silken ladder. Ab*, 
1, Sept. 

Davies, R. The perishable quality. Ab*, 
1, Sept. 

Dinesen, I. pseud. of Blixen, K. 
(Dinesen) baroness. Last tales. Ab*, 
1, Dec. 

Druon, M. pseud. of Kessel, M. The 


poisoned crown. Ab**, 2, Jul 


Druon, M. pseud. of Kessel, M. The 
last detachment; the cadets of 
Saumur. Ab*, 2, Jan-Feb. 

Druon, M. pseud. of Kessel, M. The 
Strangled queen. Ab**, 2, Jan-Feb. 

Dudintsev, V. Not by bread alone. 
AB*, 2. Nov. 

Durreli, L. Justine. Ab*, 1, Mar-Apr. 


Edelman, M. The happy ones. AB**, 2, 


Mar-Apr 


nN 


Heaven knows where. 


mer m2 
AB**, 2, Jan-Feb. 


Frame, J. Owls do cry. Ab**, 1, June. 

Fraser, R. The wine of illusion. "AB, S. 
Mar-Apr. 

Gill, B. The day the money stopped. 

AB*, 1, June. 

Godden, R. The lady and the unicorn. 


AB*, 5, Mar-Apr. 

Goff, M. The plaster fabric. AB, 2, 
June. 

Green, P. The sword of pleasure. 
Ab*, 2, Nov. 

Hanley, G. Without love. AB*, 1, 
Mar-Apr. 

Harrington, A. The revelations of Dr. 
Modesto. AB**, 2, Nov. 

Hartley, L. P. The hireling. Ab*, 1, 
Aug. 

Hartog, J. de. The spiral road. aB**, 3, 
June. 

Hearne, J. The faces of love. Ab*, 2, 
June. 

Hesse, H. The prodigy. Ab, 1, July. 

Hinde, T. Happy as Larry. AB*, 2, 
Jan-Feb. 

Hostovsky, E, The Charity Ball. AB*, 
1, Jan-Feb. 


Hougron, J. A question 
AB**, 2, June. 

Hulme, K. The nun’s story. 
Jan-Feb. 

Humphreys, E. O. The 
Ab, 1, Nov. 

Hutchinson, R. C. 
AB**, 1, Dec. 

Huxley, A. L. 
*, 1, Acme. 

Hyams, E. §S. 
1, Mar.-Apr. 


of character. 
An, 3, 
Italian wife. 


March the _ ninth. 


Collected short stories. 


Into the dream. AB*, 


Jacobson, D. The 
Ab*, 2, Dec. 
Jenkins, R. The missionaries. AB*, 2, 

July. 
Jiménez, J. R. Platero and I. Ab, 3, 


price of diamonds. 


Jan-Feb. 

Jones, G. A. be valley, the city, the 
village. Ab*, 1, Jan-Feb. 

Kawabata, Y. Snow country. AB*, 3, 
ug. 

Kennedy, M. The heroes of Clone. 
AB**, 1, Mar-Apr. 

Kentfield, ot oo ae and the sailor. 
Ab*, 2, Oc 

King, F. The “widow. AB*, 1, June. 

Kirst, H. H. The — of Gunner 
Asch. AB*, 2, Mar-A 


Kitchin, C. H. B. Ten. ‘Pollitt’ Place. 
AB**, 2, Dec. 

Lamond, H. G. Dingo. AB*, 3, July. 

Lane, J. pseud. of Dakers, E. (Kidner). 


Conies in the hay. AB*, 1, July 


Laye, C. The radiance of the kings. 
Ab, 2, Jan-Feb. 

Lessing, D. M. The habit of loving. 
A®*, 1, Dec. 

Levin, M. Compulsion. AB**, 2, Aug. 

Lewis. N. The volcanoes above us. 
AB**, 1, Nov. 

Lewis, W. The human age. Book one: 


Childermass. A, 
Lindsay, J. 
Oct. 


5, Jan-Feb, 
The great oak, 





Lodwick, J. 

Longrigg, R. 
Jan-Feb. 

Longstreet, S. 


Equator. AB**, 1, Sept. 
Switchboard. AB*, 2, 


The promoters. AB**, 2, 


Sept. 
Lucas, B. Growing up. AB*, 2, Mar- 


McCarthy, M. The company she keeps. 
Ab*, 5, Aug. 

Macken, W.- Sullivan. AB*, 1, Aug. 

Mackenzie, C. Rockets galore. AB**, 
1, Oct. 

Madame Solario. AB**, 3, Jan-Feb. 

Mailer, N. The deer park, aB***O, 1, 
Mar-Apr. 

Mammeri, M. The sleep of the just. 
AB**, + Jan-Feb. 

Mankowitz, W. The Mendelman fire. 
AB*, 1, Aug. 

Marceau, F. The flutterings of the 
heart, AB*, 2, Jan-Fe 


Marnau, A. The guest. “ab, 1, Jan-Feb. 

Massip, R. The schoolmistress. AB*, 2, 

Mauriac, F. Lines of life. A**, 1, 

Maurois, A. pseud, of Herzog, E. S. W. 
The climates of love. Ab, 5, Aug. 

Meersch, M,. van oe, Pe hour of 
love. AB**, 1, Mar- 

Menen, A. The abode oF loos. AB*, 1, 
Mar-A 


pr. 
Meynell, V. Collected stories. Ab*, 3, 


July. 

Millin, S. G. Two bucks without hair. 
AB*, 3, Dec. 

Mishima, 7 pseud. of Hiraoka 
Kimitake. The sound of waves. Ab*, 
3, Mar-Apr. 

Mitchison, N. M. (Haldane). Behold 
your king. AB*, 1, July. 


Moberg, V. When I was a child. A, 


1, Aug. 
Montagu, E. This side of truth. Ab**, 
2, Dec. 
Montherlant, H. M. de. Desert love. 
> % Aug. 
M. de, The matador. 


Montherland, H. 
Ab*, 1, Nov. 


ieee, J. C. September moon. AB*, 

1, Nov. 

Morgan, C. Challenge to Venus. AB, 
1, Mar-Apr. 

Morris, J. Half of a story. AB*, 2, 
Aug. 

Morris, W. The field of vision, AB**, 
2, Oct. 

— 1. The sandcastle. AB**, 2, 
ul 

eden. J. The blanket. AB*, 2, June. 


Nabokov, V. V. Pnin. AB*, 1, Oct. 
Naipaul, V. S. The mystic masseur. 


y. 
Naughton, B. One small boy. AB**, 2, 


Neruda, J. Ta Tales of the litile quarter. 


A x 

Newby, P. Ht Revolution and roses. 
Ab*, 1, July. 

Nievo, I. The castle of Fratta. A, 3, 
Dec. 

Nisser, P. The red marten. A, 3, Mar- 
Apr 


O’Connor, F. Domestic relations. Ab, 


1, Nov. 
O'Hara, J. A family party. AB, 1, Oct. 


28 


ay a Z. The awakened, AB*, |, 


ug. 

Ooka, 
June. 

Palmer, V. 


Stories. Ab*, 1, Aug 
Panova, V. Time AB*, 1, July. 


The rainbow-bird, and other 


Peyrefitte, R. The keys of Saint Peter. 
AB**, Dec 

Powell A. At "Lady Molly’s. A*, 1, 
Dec. 

Powys, J. C. The brazen head. A, 1, 
Jan-Fe 


Powys, J. C. Up and about. Ab*, |, 

Oct. 

a, J. Pick - today’s short stories, 
AB**, 4, No 


reiemen. 5 The "ine desired, AB**, 


2, July. 

Purdy, J. 63: Dream Palace. Ab, 2, 
Sept 

Renard, J. The sponger. A*, 1, June. 


Richler, M. A choice of enemies. AB‘, 


. Nov. 

Richter, C. The lady. AB**, 1, Sep 

—, F. The heel of spring. nee, 
2 

Ross, > * Abroad: travel stories. AB*, 


4, Ju 
Roy, G. “The cashier, AB*, 1, Jan-Feb, 


Sagan, F. Those’ without shadows. 
AB**, 3, Nov. 

Sansom, W. Among the dahlias. Ab’, 
1, Dec. 

Saroyan, W. Mama, I love you. AB, | 
Mar-Apr. 

Salter, J. The hunters. AB*, 2, July. 

Selvon, S. The lonely Londoners. AB*, 


re 
.. O Beulah Land. AB**, 2, 


of Sim, G. The 
AB®*, 1, 


Simenon, G. pseud. 
little man from Archangel. 


ug. 

Simenon, G. pseud. of Sim G. The 
sacrifice. AB**, 1, Jan-Feb. 

Smith, G. The friends. AB*, 

~ The comforters, AB*, 

Spring, i “Time and the hour. AB***, 

Remember me. AB*, 2, 


A book of 


ec. 
Stacton, D. 


June. 

Stafford, J. and others. 
stories. AB**, 4, Oct 
Stegner, W. E. The city of the living. 

AB*, 1, Oct. 
Steinbeck, J. E. The Py reign of 
Pippin IV. AB**, 1, J 
Stewart, J. I. M. (Michael Innes, 
pseud.) Use of riches. Ab*, 1, Sept. 
Stirling, M. Journeys we shall never 
make, Ab*, 2, July. 
Sully, K. Through the wall. Ab*, 2, 
July. 


Taylor, E. Angel. AB*, 1, Aug. 

Tennyson, H. The dark goddess. AB’, 
2, Mar-Apr. 

Thomas, G. Gazooka. AB*, 1, Sept. 

Tomlinson, H. M. The trumpet shall 
sound, Ab, 1, June. 

Trease, G. Snared nightingale. Ab*, |, 
Sept. 


S. Fires on the plain. Ab, 2, 
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Dries, 
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Innes, 
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y*, 2, 


Treece, H. The golden strangers. Ab*, Waugh, E. St. J. The ordeal of 


1, Jan-Feb. Gilbert Pintold, A*t*, 1, Aug. 

Tressell, R. The ragged-trousered philan- West, J. Learn to say goodbye. Ab**, 

thropists. A, 3, Mar-Apr. 1, Mar-Apr. 

Troyat, H. originally Tarassov,  L. West, R. pseud. of Andrews, C. 
Sackcloth and ashes. Ab*, 1, Jan- (Fairfield). The fountain overflows. 
Feb AB**, 1, Jan-Feb. 

Tuohy, F. The animal game. Ab**, 2, White, T. H. The master. AB*, 
Sept. Mar-Apr. ; 

Williamson, H. The golden virgin. 

Urquhart, F. Scottish short stories, AB*, AB*, 1, Nov. 

4, Nov. Wilson, A. A bit off the map. Ab*, 
Nov. 

Verissimo, E. Night. AB, 1, Jan-Feb. Winter’s tales, 2. AB*, 4, Jan-Feb. 

Verissimo, E. The rest is silence. AB, Wyckoff, N. E. The Braintree mission. 
1, Jan-Feb. AB*, 2, Oct. 

Vilmorin, L. de. Love story. Ab, 1, 

Dec. Yourcenar, M. Coup de grace. AB*, 

Walmsley, L. The happy ending. AB*, ae 
1, Mar-Apr. 

Waterhouse, K. There is a happy land. Zand, H. The well of hope. Ab*, 
AB*, 2, June. Aug. 








NON TEAR PLASTIC BOOK COVERS 


NON TEAR P.V.C. PLASTIC PIECES CUT TO SIZES. 
7 in., 74 in., 74 in., 72 in., 8 in., 84 in., 84 in., 8} in., by 18 inches, 
4d. each. 9 in., 94 in., 94 in., 93 in., by 18 inches, Sd. each. 
Other sizes priced accordingly. 
NON TEAR P.V.C. PLASTIC by the yard, any quantity, 47-48 ins. 
wide, 2/6 per running yard. 
ACETATE .004. Cut pieces. Up to 8] ins. by 18 ins., Sd. each. 
9 ins. to 92 ins. by 18 ins., 6d. each. Other sizes priced accordingly. 
ACETATE 23/24 inches wide, 2/- per running yard, any quantity. 
TAPES. Cloth adhesive, $ in. wide, 2 in. spool. Colours, red, blue, 
green, yellow, black and grey. 50 yards, 5/6 per roll. 
LASSOMETIC ADHESIVE, 3} in. wide, 2 in. spool, colours, blue, 
green, red, yellow, black and white, 25 yards, 2/10 per roll. 
P.V.C. BOOK COVERS, are made in all sizes, bound with either 
cloth or lassometic tapes. ACETATE covers also supplied. Prices: 
P.V.C. cover and acetate, sizes 7 to 7} by 18 ins., 7d. each, 8 to 83 
ins. by 18 ins., 8d. each. Full roll acetate, 360 yds., £34, 
Plastic adhesive glue, 6/6 per pint. 
Seal your own book jackets with Morane heat sealing skin. Sold 
in sheets .0O1 in., 18 by 40 ins. 1/8 a sheet. 20 by 40 ins. 1/9, and 
24 by 40 ins. 2/-. 

OO1S in. 1/9, 1/10 and 2/1 each respectively. 

.003 in. 2/10, 2/11 and 3/- a piece each respectively. 
Using .001 thickness the average book will cost approx. 4d. each. 
Book jackets, index cards, etc., can be sealed with an ordinary iron 
using medium heat. 
We can seal your reference cards, documents, blue prints, book 
covers, etc., with heatsealing PLASTIC SKIN. Quotes given on 
request. Prompt attention given to all orders. 


Order with confidence from: 
C. H. RENNIE, 


114 Princes Drive, 
NELSON. 
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THE WEAKEST LINK 





Plastic book covers are used by the majority of 
libraries throughout New Zealand and have improved 
the appeal and life of books in circulation. Experience 
has shown librarians that the edge binding tape tends 
to split at the spine and deteriorate rapidly after a 
few months’ use. 


We are pleased to offer what we believe to be a 
better book cover and we are prepared to guarantee 
the edge binding tape for the life of the cover. In 
conjunction with some quite attractive advertising this 
book cover is offered at a lower price. 


Should you have a limited budget please allow us 
to demonstrate how your quantity of cellulose covers 
may be increased by at least fifty per cent. for the 
same outlay. 


As we are indenting our Cellulose Acetate from England 
precut to size, we have available 10 reels 24 in. wide, 
.004 in. thick, 60 Ibs. weight per reel. The price is 7s. 10d. 
per lb. plus packaging and freight. 





If we have aroused your interest—write to: 


COMMERCIAL PUBLICITY LTD. 


P.O. Box 1941; Auckland. 











Say you saw their advertisement in New Zealand Libraries 
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FICTION LIST 


MONTHLY SUPPLEMENT TO N.Z.L.A. LIST 
AUTHOR GRADING 
A Established author of Major Works—wholly free. 
{A] Tentative A grading—mainly free. 
AB Author with Literary and General appeal 
and rental collections. 
{AB| As above: tentative grading. 
B Author of Stock Commercial Novels—wholly rental. 
[itLe GRADING 
A Major works. 
Ab Less important works. 
AB Literary and general appeal. 
aB General but mainly non-literary appeal. 
B Stock commercial. 
OQ May cause offence. 
POPULARITY is indicated by asterisks (maximum three) after the title 
gradings. 


STANDARD TITLES BY ESTABLISHED AUTHORS 





suitable for both free 





Dinesen, Isak, pseud. of Blixen, Karen and outer pretence is balanced, as 
(Dinesen) baroness, 1885- . A, Last usual, by his less obvious but per- 
tales. Putnam, 1957. 18/-. “Her sistent sympathy for unassuming or 
imagery is her triumph: and this is eccentric niceness.”” G. S. Fraser in 
often startling. It does achieve NS, 2.11.57. A*. 
grandeur, it does very nearly bring Sansom, William, 1912- . A. Among 
the trick off. Indeed, nothing about the dahlias, Hogarth Press, 1957. 15/-. 
Baroness Blixen is less than pro- “He is a literary man who has the 
digious, her faults unhappily, in- horrors gorgeously, and likes to 
cluded.” P. Hansford Johnson in NS, savour them. His aim is to com- 
23.11.57. Ab*. municate, through the medium of a 

Hutchinson, Ray Coryton, 1907-_. packed, elaborate, sometimes laboured 
A/AB. March the ninth, Bles, 1957. and sometimes dashingly successful 
15/-. “Mr Hutchinson is exploring the style, a mescalin dream.” P, Hansford 
problems of loyalty and guilt, retri- _ Johnson in NS, 23.11.57. Ab*. 
bution and atonement, and he does Spring, Howard, 1889- . AB. Time and 
so in the terms of the novel of action. the hour. Collins, 1957. 16/-. “|. . . an 
...A_ highly serious theme, _ illus- ambitious novel chronicling the lives 
trated in an admirably contrived and of several Yorkshire families | from 
beautifully composed story: why, then, 1912 to the eve of the Second World 
did it seem to me merely a mass of War. ...Mr_ Spring writes with 
lifeless words Fy! one after an- vigour and ease but he does not 
other?” W. Allen in NS, 9.11.57. allow himself to Bo very deep... 
AB**. vers -, 1.11.57. AB** 

Lessing, Doris May, 1919- . A. The merin, Louise de, 1906 - [Al Love 

Story, tr. by Francis Wyndham. 
habit of loving. MacGibbon and Kee, Collins, 1957. 10/6. “Love Story, the 
1957, 15/-. “. .. 1 am no longer in tale of several women competing 


any doubt whatsoever that Mrs 
Lessing is one of the best writers in 
England, male or female. There are 
seventeen stories in the book, two 
pretty long and the rest fairly short.” 
P. Hansford Johnson in NS, 23.11.57. 
AP, 


lightly and not very seriously for the 
love of a young man _ whose heart 
is set on a romantic episode in his 
not very long past, is told in the 
same tone of sophisticated urbanity 
as its predecessors, and like them 
contains apt and well-expressed = re- 


Powell, Anthony, 1905- . A. At Lady marks of worldly wisdom, but the 
Molly’s. Heinemann, 1957. 15/-. characters and events are set so hard 
“... It is enough for his fans to in the elegant frigidity of the style 
Say that Mr Powell is up to form that they fail to come to life or to 
and that his eye for inner dryness convince at all.”” TLS, 8.11.57. Ab. 

SELECTED TITLES BY NEW AUTHORS 

Bradbury, ee Dandelion wine. Hart- adolescence. . . . but somehow it is 
Davis, 1957. 16/-. “ . . describes less convincing than the wilder magic 
one summer in Green ‘Town, Illinois, of Mr _ Bradbury’s science fiction.” 
and how it lit up the consciousness TLS, 8.11.57. AB*. 
of a sensitive boy on the verge of Jacobson, Dan. The price of diamonds. 


tN 
Ww 





Weidenteld and Nicolson, 1957. 13/6 equivalents are, for theme, The Go 
“The heroes’ of Mr Jacobson’s Between, and, for manner of 
picaresque story are a_ delightfully sentation, The Catcher in the 
contrasted pair of old Jews ; G. S. Fraser in NS, 2.11.57. 
intent on scoring off each other as Naughton, Bill. One small 
well as the [South African diamond] Gibbon and Kee, 1957. 
industry Plot and character are Naughton shirks nothing in his de- 
neatly integrated here; at the same lineation of life in a Lancashire slum, 
time the atmosphere has a quality ot but nothing less sordid or squalid 
life-like obliquity.” M. Richardson in could be imagined Mr Naughton 
NS, 16.11.57. Ab* has a wonderful ear for speech, and 
: : hi haracters come alive triumphar 
Kitchin, ( H. B. Ten Pollitt Place “y their yaa What he ee 
Secker and Warburg, 1957 15 : - OB a —a 
“(This] is the intensive topographical so well is the sense of family love. 
: oe W. Allen in NS, 9.11.57. AB** 
and sociological survey. . 1ere . 
< 3 eyrefitte, Royer The keys of Saint 
are various) wry touches of un 4 7 “ 
Peter. Secker and Warburg, 1957, 
expectedness throughout. The writing o 
1s It is certainly amusing but you 
is elegant and precise. He cer . 

A a need to be feeling very strongly about 
tainly gives you a ‘good read’, Popery to take quite such s cen 
if the characters with whom he veal ~ 4 = 

centrated dose of jokes about relics, 
populated his up-to-the-minute locale weeniag Madonnas Holy Ghost’ 
do not quite pass the roundness test.” bn “oe We “have a right yi 
M. Richardson in NS, 16.11.57. AB** : . 7 B + 
expect livelier characterisation and 
Montagu, Elizabeth. This side of neater form than M. Peyrefitte offers 
Heinemann, 1957. 15 we . The wealth of comic detail 
brilliant merely as a tour de , assembled is formidable, and some of 
that its quite exceptional merits as a the descriptions of the Roman scene 
‘straight’ novel are likely, perhaps, to are quite excellent.”” M. Richardson 
be underestimated. Its nearest recent in NS, 16.11.57. AB**. 


3. OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
Millin, Sarah Gertrude (Liebson), 1899 novel is something that Stendhal 
A/AB. Two bucks’ without hair might have written . The heroine, 
Faber, 1957 13/6. “Mrs Millin’s Pisana, fickle, moody, coquettish, 
talent in her collection of — short desperately generous, is delightful.” 
Stories comes out rather less power- G. S. Fraser in NS, 2.11.57. A. 
fully because of the thirty books she Yourcenar, Marguerite. Coup de grace, 
has already written. Four stories of tr. by G. Frick in collaboration with 
native murder and ten of native the author. Secker and Warburg, 
domestics do not greatly add to [her] 1957. 10/6. “There is a strong smell 
reputation.”” TLS, 8.11.57. AB*. of brandy, epigram, the _ higher 
Fascism, the more tiresome sort of 
Nievo, Ippolito, The castle of Fratta, late romantic soulfulmess . . . this 
ir. by L. F. Edwards. Oxford, 1957 seems], after the triumph of Memoirs 
21 Written a hundred years ago of Hadrian, very much a ‘made’ 
by a Garibaldean hero and patriotic book.” G. S. Fraser in NS, 2.11.57. 
poet, this “huge, rich, ramshackle AB*. 
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